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greater success; their influence died out in a hundred years. No
fundamental differences in kind between the West and the East
made it impossible for the Chinese Government to adopt the
Western Jesuit calendar. It was welcomed and accepted.

But Western Civilization, in the form of pirate traders, and
traders of opium in particular, was not acceptable to the Chinese.
They submitted to it only after defeat in two wars. And Western
Civilization in the form of schools and hospitals and anti-opium
propaganda by the Protestant missionaries, who came at the same
time as the traders, was welcomed. Under the circumstances, China
or the East could not possibly have a single attitude towards
Western Civilization, since the latter was not a single integrated and
consistent whole, but a bundle of independent, and in some respects,
contradictory traits. Jesuit Christianity, astronomy, opium and
schools were not all linked together. China was not obliged to
accept all or none.

The conflict is not between the civilisations of the East and the
West^ but between certain culture traits in certain circumstances.
Culture traits may be complementary, neutral or conflicting. While
there is a conflict between competing and replaceable culture
traits, such as vegetable oil, kerosene, gas and electricity, between
horse-coaches, automobiles, and railways, between Christianity,
Islam, Confucianism and Buddhism, between free trade and protec-
tion, between autocracy and democracy, and between science and
religion, there is no conflict between the production of electrical
energy and the manufacture of electric bulbs; between automobiles
and the steel and rubber industries, between Christianity and social
service, protection and home manufacture, between democracy and
the electoral system, between science and industry; in fact, they
are complementary and co-operative; they are linked together. On
the other hand, the relations between Christianity and the electric
lamp, between chemistry and music, between democracy and
vegetarianism, are neither complementary nor conflicting, but
neutral. And this whether in the East or the West.

It is also noteworthy that Mr. Hu Shih uses westernization as
synonymous with modernisation. Thus: "As far as I can see, there